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Netherlands; the Steelyard in London (on the site
of the present Cannon Street railway station), became
centres of Germanic influence.*
The fourteenth century was the period of the
League's greatest power. Long before the close of
that century, however, its activities had begun to
arouse keen resentment and hostility in the lands
wherein it had secured trading stations. Its political
intrigues; its truculent behaviour; its extortionate
demands; its exclusive trade regulations; its general
unneighbourliness, excited universal hostility. Its
death-knell was struck when, by the Union of
Kalmar (A.D. 1397), Norway, Sweden, and Denmark
became united as a single monarchy. Both the
Baltic and the North Sea passed out of the League's
control. Its decline was further accelerated by
internal dissensions (e.g. Baltic towns versus North
Sea towns); by the opening of new trade routes
owing to the geographical discoveries of the fifteenth
century; and by the mysterious evacuation of the
Baltic by the herring!
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While Teutonic Knights and Hanseatic Merchants
were imposing German Kultur upon the unfortunate
peoples of the Baltic littoral, the German kings, in
* A vivid picture of the subversive activities of the Hansards of
the London Steelyard is given in Ian D. Golvin's Germans in England
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